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North Royalton Service Clubs ‑ Making a difference in our community


Part of a Series The Lions Club

By CHUCK POLIAFICO

Contributing Writer

The Lions Club is involved in so many North Royalton activities that it takes two organizations to service the area. While the North Royalton Lions Club is comprised of mostly male members and the Royalton Hills Lions Club is an all female organization, but clubs work well together and focus on community service.

"The Lions Club International is one of the largest civic groups in the world and both North Royalton Lions organizations are two of the most active clubs in this area said Daniel Evans, president of the North Royalton Lions Club. "We are involved in Homecoming, the Christmas Parade, Home Day,  Harvest Festival. You name it, we are there."

Nancee Visintainer, president of the Royalton Hills Lions Club agrees. "We are involved in numerous community projects, charities and fund raising events,'' Visintainer said. As part of their mission, the Lions Clubs take on tasks as organizers, advocates, fundraisers and hands‑on volunteers.

While the Lions Clubs total more than 1.35 million members worldwide, locally there are more than 110 members in the two organizations. Both Evans and Visintainer agree that the Lions Clubs major service initiative is serving the blind and visually impaired.

Both Lions Clubs are preparing several activities during the next several months. The North Royalton Lions Club is offering a $125 gift certificate to the North Royalton elementary school student who collects the most pairs of used eyeglasses during the month of October.

The eyeglasses will be sent in St. Vincent's Lions Eye Clinic in Cleveland where they will be refurbished and distributed to individuals all over the world, who cannot afford eyewear. Eyeglasses can be dropped off at North Royalton elementary school officers are given to a school counselor. The contest runs through October 31.

Gift cards will also be presented in the students who bring in the second and third highest total of eyeglasses. For additional information on the eyeglasses program, contact Albion Elementary School Counselor Paul Tomashefski at 440‑582‑9064.

The Royalton Hills Lines Club kicked off the beginning of its busy holiday season with a Reverse Raffle at St. Michael's Woodside on October 16.  Monies raised during the raffle will go in a variety of the club's projects and events.  In November and December, members of the Royalton Hills Lions club will be found outside of the North Royalton Giant Eagle ringing the bell for the Salvation Amy. The group will also be at the North Royalton Christmas Parade, where members will be providing hot chocolate at Judy's Chocolate House.

But according to Visintainer, the holiday activities are just the tip of the iceberg in what the organization does for the community. Other projects and fund raising events include the Old Timers Banquet in which residents 70 years and older who have resided in the city for more than 30 years are provided with a free meal; work with the Office of Aging in providing food to needy families; work with such charities as the Juvenile Diabetes, the Lions Eye Clinic at St. Vincent Charity Hospital, the Greater Akron's Lions Eye Program (GALEP); and give scholarship funding to several graduating seniors from North Royalton High School.

The Royalton Hills Lions Club also supports Laura's home for abused women and children, St, Malachi House in Cleveland, the City Mission, Relay For Life, the Ohio Lion's Foundation, the Ohio Lion's Eye Research Foundation, Sight First the Cleveland Sight Center Eye Bank and Safety town. The organization also supports the Cleveland Scrappers Beeper Baseball, which is a baseball game through the National League for the Blind, and Camp Echoing Hills, a Christian based camp for special needs children

Other events are also planned by the Royalton Bills Lions Club is the Pont Man's Raffle an February 23, 2008, a Golf Outing on June 18, 2008, and a Red Hat Luncheon on July 26, 2008 The Royalton Hills Lions Club meets the first Tuesday of each mouth at Eddie's Creekside Restaurant.

Keeping just as busy as the Royalton Hills Lions Club is the North Royalton Lions Club. Evans said the group is holding a Poor Man's Reverse Raffle on November 16 at Pipes III.  A $20 donation to the event includes a family style dinner‑ The Lions are asking those attending the event bring a food item or toiletry article for the food bank. The North Royalton Lions Club meets every second and fourth Tuesday each month.

According to Evans the main focus of the Lions Club is to help those who are visually impaired, especially those with low income who can't even afford a pair of glasses to see.

In addition to participating in Harvest Fest, Home Days and many other city related activities, die Lions Club is also selling bricks for its Memorial Day 2008 celebration planned at the city cemetery, located off of Royalton Road, Bricks are $50 to $ 100 and are being sold to help offset the cost of seven flags and poles purchased by the Lions Club that will be dedicated during the Memorial Day events at the city cemetery.

While working with their numerous fund raising projects and supporting many activities, both Evans and Visintainer agree that. as a Lion, those who volunteer make life better for others while enriching their own life in the process "As a Lion, you can make a difference," Evans added.

For additional information on the Royalton Hills Lions Club, contact Visintainer at 440‑237‑2659. Information on the North Royalton Lions Club can be obtained by contacting Evans at 440‑237‑9123 or visit their web at www.northroyaltonlions.org.
